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Sir John FORTESCUE  (ca.1394-1479)

Judge.

Second son of Sir John Fortescue(d.1435)(q.v.). (Comp.D.N.B. vol.I p.721)

1 = Elizabeth, daughter of Robert Brytte. (H.O.C. III pp.109-111)

No children. (ibid.)

2 = (ca.1436) Isabel, daughter of John James of Philips Norton, Somerset. 

(ibid. & Comp.D.N.B. vol.I p.721)

Children: Martin (d.1471) and two daughters. (ibid.).

Author - he wrote several works in defence of the title of the House of Lancaster, and a disavowel of them in 1471 (C.D.N.B.p.456); Wrote “The Governance of England” (C.N.p.16n); Tutor to Prince Edward in Lorraine. (Ricardian 40 p.20)

    May1421
M.P. Tavistock. (H.O.C. III pp.109-111)

    Dec.

M.P. Tavistock. (ibid.)

      1422-61
Councillor to Henry. (Goodman pp.63-4)


1423
M.P. Tavistock. (H.O.C. III p.109-111)


1425
M.P. Tavistock. (ibid.)


1426
M.P. Totnes. (ibid.)


1429
M.P. Plympton. (ibid.)


1430
Appointed a serjeant-at-law. (C.D.N.B.p.456)


1432
M.P. Totnes. (H.O.C. III pp.109-111)


1437
M.P. Wiltshire. (ibid.)


1442
Appointed Lord Chief Justice of the King’s Bench. (C.D.N.B.p.456)

10 May
On a commission of the peace for Essex. (C.P.R.1441-6 p.470)

16 Nov.
On a commission of the peace for Essex. (ibid.p.470)

18 Nov.
On a commission of the peace for Essex. (ibid.p.470)


1443
On commissions concerning disturbances in Norwich and Yorkshire. (C.D.N.B.p.456)
 3 Jan.

On a commission of the peace for Essex. (C.P.R.1441-6 p.470)

26 Feb.1446
On a commission of the peace for Essex. (ibid.p.470)

 2 Mar.1447
Granted the first presentation to the church of Lanteglis, Cornwall. 

(C.P.R.1446-52 p.75)

17 Mar.
On a commission of the peace for Somerset. (ibid.p.594)

22 Mar.
Granted £40 a year for life. (ibid. p.26)

17 Sep.
Headed a commission to investigate a complaint by the convent of St.Mary, Stratford



Langthorn, Essex. (ibid. p.136)

28 Dec.
On a commission of the peace for Kent. (ibid.p.590)

14 Jan.
1448
On a commission of the peace for Surrey. (ibid.p.596)

28 Mar.
On a commission of the peace for Essex. (ibid.p.589)

 5 May

On a commission of oyer and terminer for Lincoln and Lincolnshire. (ibid.p.187)

12 May
On a commission of the peace for Somerset. (ibid.p.594)

26 Jun.

On a commission of the peace for Bedfordshire. (ibid.p.586)

10 Jul.

On a commission de walliis et fossatis in Middlesex. (ibid.p.190)

14 Jul.
Headed a commission of oyer and terminer to investigate offences committed by William Tailboys and others. (ibid.p.189)

 7 Aug.

On a commission of the peace for Surrey. (ibid.p.596)

 9 Aug.

On a commission of the peace for Surrey. (ibid.p.596)

 1 Sep.

On a commission of oyer and terminer for Suffolk. (ibid.p.236)

 8 Nov.

On a commission of the peace for Essex. (ibid.p.589)

 8 Dec.

On a commission of the peace for Essex. (ibid.p.589)

30 Jun.1449
On a commission of the peace for Middlesex. (ibid.p.591)

18 Sep.
On a commission of the peace for Essex. (ibid.p.589)

24 Nov.
On a commission of the peace for Somerset. (ibid.p.594)

23 Mar.1450
On a commission of oyer and terminer for London. (ibid.p.320)

11 Apr.
On a commission of oyer and terminer for Surrey. (ibid.p.381)

 6 May

On a commission to investigate the theft of money from Italian merchants in London



(ibid.p.381)

23 May
On a commission of oyer and terminer for Oxfordshire. (ibid.p.386)

 1 Jul.

On a commission of oyer and terminer for London. (ibid.p.388)

28 Jul.

On a commission of oyer and terminer for Devon. (ibid.p.387)

14 Oct.

On a commission of the peace for Sussex. (ibid.p.596)

24 Dec.
On a commission of the peace for Kent. (ibid.p.590)

 5 Apr.
1451
On a commission of the peace for Kent. (ibid.p.590)

20 May
On a commission of oyer and terminer for Hampshire and Wiltshire. (ibid.p.477)

14 Jul.

On a commission of the peace for Somerset. (ibid.p.594)

14 Oct.

On a commission to deliver Newgate Gaol. (ibid.p.533)

22 Oct.

On a commission to proceed with the indictment of Thomas Danyell. (ibid.p.532)

16 Nov.
On a commission of the peace for Sussex. (ibid.p.596)

26 Nov.
On a commission of the peace for Somerset. (ibid.p.594)

 6 Mar.1452
On a commission of oyer and terminer for Wiltshire. (ibid.p.539)

 9 Mar.

On a commission of the peace for Sussex. (ibid.p.596)

29 Jun.

On a commission of the peace for Surrey. (ibid.p.596)

17 Jul.

On a commission of oyer and terminer to investigate a complaint by the abbot of 



St.Augustine’s, Bristol, against Sir Theobald Gorges and others. (ibid.p.581)

20 Jul.

On a commission of oyer and terminer for Wiltshire. (ibid.p.584)

 8 Sep.

On a commission of oyer and terminer for Kent. (C.P.R.1452-61 p.55)

28 Sep.
On a commission of oyer and terminer to investigate all treasons, insurrections, etc. in



Essex, Hertfordshire, Suffolk, Norfolk, Cambridgeshire, Huntingdonshire, Rutland,



Lincolnshire, Northamptonshire, Buckinghamshire, Bedfordshire, Oxfordshire and



Berkshire. (ibid.p.54)

24 Dec.
On a commission of oyer and terminer for Cornwall. (ibid.p.59)

26 Dec.
On a commission to investigate the murder of Henry Wareyn in Dorset. (ibid.p.58)

28 Dec.
On a commission of the peace for Surrey. (ibid.p.678)

  8 Jan.1453
On a commission of oyer and terminer for Essex, Hertfordshire, Suffolk, Norfolk,



Cambridgeshire, Huntingdonshire, Rutland, Lincolnshire, Northamptonshire,



Buckinghamshire, Bedfordshire, Oxfordshire and Berkshire. (ibid.p.60)

27 Mar.
On a commission of the peace for Somerset. (ibid.p.676)

12 May
On a commission of the peace for Essex. (ibid.p.665)

11 Jun.

Granted 2 tuns of wine yearly. (ibid.p.86)

13 Jul.

On a commission of the peace for Kent. (ibid.p.668)

23 Jul.

On a commission of the peace for Sussex. (ibid.p.679)

25 Jan.
1454
On a commission of the peace for Kent. (ibid.p.668)

27 Apr.
On a commission of the peace for Hertfordshire. (ibid.p.667)

25 May
On a commission of the peace for Essex. (ibid.p.665)
31 May
On a commission of the peace for Somerset. (ibid.p.676)

 2 Jun.

On a commission of oyer and terminer for Newcastle. (ibid.p.177)

10 Jun.

On a commission of the peace for Hertfordshire. (ibid.p.667)

 4 Jul.

On a commission of the peace for Somerset. (ibid.p.676)

 5 Jul.

On a commission of the peace for Sussex. (ibid.p.679)

 6 Jul.

On a commission of the peace for Surrey. (ibid.p.678)

13 Jul.

On a commission of the peace for Middlesex. (ibid.p.671)

20 Jul.

On a commission of the peace for Surrey. (ibid.p.678)

  1 Oct.

He was one of those to whom John Sprott of London, vintner(q.v.), gifted 



his goods and chattels.   (C.C.R. 1454-61 p.28)
26 Oct.

On a commission of the peace for Hertfordshire. 
(C.P.R. 1452-61 p.667)

26 Nov.
On a commission of the peace for Essex. (ibid.p.665)

 4 Dec.

On a commission of the peace for Essex. (ibid.p.665)

13 Jan.1455
On a commission of the peace for Hertfordshire. (ibid.p.667)

18 Feb.
On a commission of oyer and terminer for Middlesex and London. (ibid.p.223)

 6 Mar.

On a commission of the peace for Middlesex. (ibid.p.671)

 1 Apr.

On a commission of the peace for Surrey. (ibid.p.678)

 4 Apr.

On a commission of the peace for Middlesex. (ibid.p.671)

20 Apr.
On a commission of the peace for Sussex. (ibid.p.679)

 1 Jul.

On a commission of oyer and terminer for Cornwall. (ibid.p.255)

28 Jul.

On a commission to examine the record and process of a suit in the Guildhall. 

(ibid.p.256)

 4 Aug.

On a commission to investigate an attack on ships from Jersey and Guernsey.



(ibid.p.258)

 3 Sep.

On a commission of the peace for Kent. (ibid.p.668)

22 Sep.
On a commission of the peace for Kent. (ibid.p.668)

 8 Oct.

O a commission de walliis et fossatis for parts of Middlesex. (ibid.p.299)

 5 Nov.

On a commission to correct an error in a lawsuit. (ibid.p.299)

27 Nov.
On a commission of the peace for Kent. (ibid.p.668)

28 Nov.
Headed a commission of oyer and terminer for Middlesex. (ibid.p.300)



On a commission of the peace for Essex. (ibid.p.665)

 1 Dec.

On a commission of the peace for Hertfordshire. (ibid.p.667)

16 Mar.1456
On a commission of oyer and terminer for Devon, Somerset and Dorset. (ibid.p.304)

30 Apr.
On a commission of oyer and terminer for London and suburbs. (ibid.p.306)

 4 May

On a commission of the peace for Kent. (ibid.p.668)

 5 May

On a commission of the peace for Kent. (ibid.p.668)

10 May
On a commission of the peace for Kent. (ibid.p.668)

12 May
On a commission of the peace for Middlesex. (ibid.p.671)

 6 Jun.

On a commission to investigate all treasons committed in Kent and Sussex since last



Christmas. (ibid.p.307)

3 Jul.

On a commission of the peace for Kent. (ibid.p.668)

10 Jul.

On a commission of oyer and terminer for Devon, Somerset and Dorset. (ibid.p.309)

12 Jul.

On a commission of oyer and terminer for Cornwall. (ibid.p.308)

 8 Oct.

On a commission of the peace for Sussex. (ibid.p.679)

10 Jan.1457
On a commission of the peace for Surrey. (ibid.p.678)

16 Jan.

On a commission of the peace for Middlesex. (ibid.p.671)

22 Jan.

On a commission of the peace for Essex. (ibid.p.665)

28 Jan.

On a commission of the peace for Middlesex. (ibid.p.671)

 8 Mar.

On a commission of oyer and terminer for Gloucestershire, Herefordshire and



Worcestershire. (ibid.p.348)

28 May
On a commission of the peace for Middlesex. (ibid.p.671)

 9 Jun.

On a commission of the peace for Somerset. (ibid.p.676)

 1 Aug.

On a commission of the peace for Essex. (ibid.p.665)

27 Sep.
On a commission of the peace for Sussex. (ibid.p.679)

11 Oct.

On a commission of the peace for Middlesex. (ibid.p.671)

26 Oct.

On a commission of the peace for Somerset. (ibid.p.676)

29 Oct.

On a commission of the peace for Hertfordshire. (ibid.p.667)

10 Nov.
On a commission of the peace for Middlesex. (ibid.p.671)

11 Nov.
On a commission of the peace for Hertfordshire. (ibid.p.667)

17 Dec.
On a commission to assign how many archers each part of Middlesex should supply.



(ibid.p.406)

 8 Feb.
1458
On a commission of the peace for Essex. (ibid.p.665)

11 Apr.
On a commission of the peace for Middlesex. (ibid.p.671)

 5 May

On a commission of the peace for Essex. (ibid.p.665)

 4 Jul.

On a commission of the peace for Surrey. (ibid.p.678)

23 Jul.

Headed commissions of gaol delivery for Exeter and Exeter Castle. (ibid.p.443)

10 Sep.
On a commission of oyer and terminer for Kent, Essex and Suffolk. (ibid.p.488)

16 Sep.
On a commission of the peace for Surrey. (ibid.p.678)

14 Nov.
On a commission of the peace for Sussex. (ibid.p.679)

15 Nov.
On a commission of the peace for Essex. (ibid.p.665)

 2 Dec.

On a commission of the peace for Kent. (ibid.p.668)

15 Jan.
1459
On a commission of the peace for Surrey. (ibid.p.678)

21 Jun.

On a commission of oyer and terminer for Cornwall. (ibid.p.518)

26 Jun.

On a commission of the peace for Kent. (ibid.p.668)

28 Aug.
On a commission of the peace for Essex. (ibid.p.665)

30 Oct.

On a commission of oyer and terminer for Staffordshire, Shropshire, Worcestershire,



Gloucestershire and Herefordshire. (ibid.p.557)

16 Dec.
On a commission of the peace for Somerset. (ibid.p.676)

 4 Feb.
1460
On a commission of oyer and terminer for Worcestershire, Gloucestershire, 

Herefordshire, Shropshire, Staffordshire, Cheshire, Flint, Caernarvonshire, Angelsey,

Merionethshire, Cardiganshire and Caermarthenshire. (ibid.pp.564-5)

13 Mar.
On a commission of oyer and terminer touching all lordships held by York, Warwick and Salisbury. (ibid.p.562)

15 Mar.
On a commission of oyer and terminer for Kent. (ibid.p.611)

30 May
On a commission of oyer and terminer for York, Hull and Yorkshire. (ibid.p.609)

 4 Jun.

On a commission of oyer and terminer for Oxfordshire, Berkshire, Hampshire and



Wiltshire. (ibid.p.613)

 5 Jun.

On a commission of oyer and terminer for Somerset, Devon and Cornwall. (ibid.p.613)

 1 Sep.

On a commission of the peace for Sussex. (ibid.p.679)

17 Sep.
On a commission of the peace for Kent. (ibid.p.668)

17 Nov.
On a commission of the peace for Kent. (ibid.p.668)

29 Mar.1461
At Towton, on the Lancastrian side. Attainted afterwards. (Comp.D.N.B. vol.I p.721)

26 Jun.

With the Lancastrians at the raising of their standards at Ryton and Brancepeth.



(W.O.R. p.57)

 8 Jun.
1462
Involved in a land charter. (C.C.R.1461-68 p.143)


1463
Followed Margaret of Anjou to Flanders, living in poverty with her and Prince Edward



until 1471 at Bruges, and then at St.Mighel. (Comp.D.N.B. vol.I p.721)

13 Dec.1464
Wrote a letter from Koeur. (M.C.p.97)

        1470-1
Councillor to Henry. (Goodman pp.63-4)

 4 Apr.1471
Landed in England with Margaret of Anjou, only to hear of the Lancastrian defeat at



Barnet. (Comp.D.N.B. vol.I p.721)

21 Apr.
Attainted. (C.C.R.1468-76 pp.188-9)

 4 May

Captured at Tewkesbury. (C.D.N.B.p.456)

Summer
Pardoned and made a member of the Council. (ibid.)

ca1474-1477
On Edward’s Council. (C.N. p.315)

 1 Jul.
1477
One of those licensed for the alienation in mortmain to the president and scholars of 

Mary Magdalen College, Oxford, of lands and rents in Lincolnshire. 

(C.P.R.1476-85 p.48)

18 Dec.1479
Writ of diem clausit extremum to the Escheator of Middlesex. (C.F.R.1471-85  p.176)
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